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Churchill, Master and Commander Anthony Tucker-Jones 2021-11-25 'Masterful research,
impeccable detail, with a beautifully flowing narrative of which Churchill himself would have been
proud.' - Professor Peter Caddick-Adams From his earliest days Winston Churchill was an extreme
risk taker and he carried this into adulthood. Today he is widely hailed as Britain's greatest
wartime leader and politician. Deep down though, he was foremost a warlord. Just like his ally
Stalin, and his arch enemies Hitler and Mussolini, Churchill could not help himself and insisted on
personally directing the strategic conduct of World War II. For better or worse he insisted on
being political master and military commander. Again like his wartime contemporaries, he had a
habit of not heeding the advice of his generals. The results of this were disasters in Norway, North
Africa, Greece and Crete during 1940–41. His fruitless Dodecanese campaign in 1943 also ended in
defeat. Churchill's pig-headedness over supporting the Italian campaign in defiance of the Riviera
landings culminated in him threatening to resign and bring down the British Government. Yet on
occasions he got it just right, his refusal to surrender in 1940, the British miracle at Dunkirk and
victory in the Battle of Britain, showed that he was a much-needed decisive leader. Nor did he shy
away from difficult decisions, such as the destruction of the French Fleet to prevent it falling into
German hands and his subsequent war against Vichy France. In this fascinating new book,
acclaimed historian Anthony Tucker-Jones explores the record of Winston Churchill as a military
commander, assessing how the military experiences of his formative years shaped him for the
difficult military decisions he took in office. This book assesses his choices in the some of the
most controversial and high-profile campaigns of World War II, and how in high office his decision
making was both right and wrong.
Studies in Intelligence
Gold Run Robert Pearson 2015-06-04 Gold Run is the true story of arguably one of the greatest
gold snatches in history. It is a tale of immense bravery, endurance and great leadership of loyal
Norwegians, plus a little good fortune and help from the British against intrigue and
overwhelming odds. The German invasion of Norway on the night of April 8th/9th 1940 almost
took Norway completely unawares; had it not been for the defiance of one small coastal battery,
the Norwegian Royal Family, Government, and nearly 50 tons of Gold bullion would have had no
chance to escape. In desperate haste the Royal Family fled Oslo by rail, dodging bombs and
strafing, eventually reaching the port of Molde which was subsequently devastated by fire
bombing. The gold with extraordinary ingenuity was moved by road, rail and fishing boat, hotly
pursued by the Germans. Its weight and the need for total secrecy created unique transportation
problems. After several instances of near disaster, the Norwegians managed to get the gold to the
coast where the Royal Navy came to the rescue. Such was the difficulty of extricating the bullion,
it was not possible to load it in one cargo, and it was taken off in three Royal Navy Cruisers, HMS
Enterprise, Galatea and Glasgow, from different locations. The ships were attacked in port, then
constantly harassed and bombed by the Luftwaffe as they made their way back to the UK. The
loss of the bullion was a blow to the Germans. They had gained a country, but lost a King, a
government and huge amount of bullion that would have financed their war machine. That loss is

directly attributed to a visionary bank chief, a Colonel, a hastily assembled body of Norwegians
and the ships and men of the Royal Navy, ever resourceful, brave and loyal to their respective
countries. This is their story. Robert Pearson is a high school teacher and writer, who researches
Norway in the Second World War. He is particularly passionate about the roles that the
Norwegians and British played during the War, Naval Intelligence and the Special Operations
Executive Ð better known as SOE.
Geography, Technology and Instruments of Exploration Fraser MacDonald 2016-04-22 Focusing on
aspects of the functioning of technology, and by looking at instruments and at instrumental
performance, this book addresses the epistemological questions arising from examining the
technological bases to geographical exploration and knowledge claims. Questions of geography
and exploration and technology are addressed in historical and contemporary context and in
different geographical locations and intellectual cultures. The collection brings together scholars
in the history of geographical exploration, historians of science, historians of technology and,
importantly, experts with curatorial responsibilities for, and museological expertise in, major
instrument collections. Ranging in their focus from studies of astronomical practice to
seismography, meteorological instruments and rockets, from radar to the hand-held barometer,
the chapters of this book examine the ways in which instruments and questions of technology too often overlooked hitherto - offer insight into the connections between geography and
exploration.
Ben Macintyre's World War II Espionage Files Ben Macintyre 2012-09-04 Agent Zigzag and
Operation Mincemeat, two thrilling accounts of World War II espionage, are available together as
an ebook—with an excerpt from the New York Times bestseller Double Cross. AGENT ZIGZAG •
“Wildly improbably but entirely true . . . [a] compellingly cinematic spy thriller with
verve.”—Entertainment Weekly Eddie Chapman was a charming criminal, a con man, and a
philanderer. He was also one of the most remarkable double agents Britain has ever produced.
Inside the traitor was a man of loyalty; inside the villain was a hero. The problem for Chapman, his
spymasters, and his lovers was to know where one persona ended and the other began. Based on
recently declassified files, Agent Zigzag tells Chapman’s full story for the first time. It’s a gripping
tale of loyalty, love, treachery, espionage, and the thin and shifting line between fidelity and
betrayal. OPERATION MINCEMEANT • “Brilliant and almost absurdly entertaining.”—The New
Yorker Near the end of World War II, two British naval officers came up with a brilliant and slightly
mad scheme to mislead the Nazi armies about where the Allies would attack southern Europe. To
carry out the plan, they would have to rely on the most unlikely of secret agents: a dead man. Ben
Macintyre’s dazzling, critically acclaimed bestseller chronicles the extraordinary story of what
happened after British officials planted this dead body—outfitted in a British military uniform with
a briefcase containing false intelligence documents—in Nazi territory, and how this secret mission
fooled Hitler into changing military positioning, paving the way for the Allies to overtake the
Nazis.
R.G Collingwood and the Second World War Peter Johnson 2020-12-10 R.G Collingwood's prolific
works have shaped the debate about the nature of civilisation and its status as an ideal governing
art, morality and social and political existence. As one of the few philosophers to subject
civilisation and barbarism to close analysis, R.G Collingwood was acutely aware of the
interrelationship between philosophy and history. In Peter Johnson's highly original work, R.G
Collingwood and the Second World War: Facing Barbarism, Johnson combines historical,
biographical and philosophical discussion in order to illuminate Collingwood's thinking and create
the first in-depth analysis of R.G Collingwood's responses to the Second World War. Peter Johnson
examines how R.G Collingwood's responses to the war developed from his early rejection of
appeasement as a policy for dealing with Hitler's Germany, through his view of Britain's
prosecution of the war once the battle with Nazism had been joined, and finally to his picture of a
future liberal society in which civility is its overriding ideal.
A Genius for Deception Nicholas Rankin 2009-11-10 In February 1942, intelligence officer Victor
Jones erected 150 tents behind British lines in North Africa. "Hiding tanks in Bedouin tents was an
old British trick," writes Nicholas Rankin. German general Erwin Rommel not only knew of the
ploy, but had copied it himself. Jones knew that Rommel knew. In fact, he counted on it--for these
tents were empty. With the deception that he was carrying out a deception, Jones made a weak
point look like a trap. In A Genius for Deception, Nicholas Rankin offers a lively and
comprehensive history of how Britain bluffed, tricked, and spied its way to victory in two world
wars. As Rankin shows, a coherent program of strategic deception emerged in World War I,
resting on the pillars of camouflage, propaganda, secret intelligence, and special forces. All forms
of deception found an avid sponsor in Winston Churchill, who carried his enthusiasm for deceiving
the enemy into World War II. Rankin vividly recounts such little-known episodes as the invention

of camouflage by two French artist-soldiers, the creation of dummy airfields for the Germans to
bomb during the Blitz, and the fabrication of an army that would supposedly invade Greece.
Strategic deception would be key to a number of WWII battles, culminating in the massive
misdirection that proved critical to the success of the D-Day invasion in 1944. Deeply researched
and written with an eye for telling detail, A Genius for Deception shows how the British used craft
and cunning to help win the most devastating wars in human history.
Churchill's Wizards Nicholas Rankin 2008-09-18 The real story of how Winston Churchill and the
British mastered deception to defeat the Nazis - by conning the Kaiser, hoaxing Hitler and using
brains to outwit brawn. By June 1940, most of Europe had fallen to the Nazis and Britain stood
alone. So, with Winston Churchill in charge the British bluffed their way out of trouble, drawing on
the trickery which had helped them win the First World War. They broadcast outrageous British
propaganda on pretend German radio stations, broke German secret codes and eavesdropped on
their messages. Every German spy in Britain was captured and many were used to send back false
information to their controllers. Forged documents misled their intelligence. Bogus wireless traffic
from entire phantom armies, dummy airfields with model planes, disguised ships and inflatable
rubber tanks created a vital illusion of strength. Culminating in the spectacular misdirection that
was so essential to the success of D-Day in 1944, Churchill's Wizards: The British Genius for
Deception 1914-1945 is a thrilling work of popular military history filled with almost unbelievable
stories of bravery, creativity and deception. Nicholas Rankin is the author of Dead Man's Chest,
Telegram From Guernica and Ian Fleming's Commandos. 'This is a story clamouring to be told. We
could not have imagined the scope of the inventiveness, the daring of these people's imaginations
. . . I could not stop reading this book.' Doris Lessing
Churchill's War Lab Taylor Downing 2010-05-06 The man, and the only man we have for this hour.'
Indefatigable patriot, seasoned soldier, incomparable orator and leader of men - Winston
Churchill's greatness in leading Britain's coalition government to triumphant victory in the Second
World War is undisputed. Yet Churchill's enduring legacy to the world is attributable at least in
equal part to his unshakeable belief in the science of war. From the development of radar and the
breakthroughs at Bletchley Park to the study of the D-Day beaches and the use of bouncing
bombs, this brilliant and gripping narrative reveals the Second World War as an explosive phase
of scientific history, an unprecedented crucible for change that involved a knife-edge race to the
finish.
Special Operations in World War II Andrew L. Hargreaves 2013-10-28 British and American
commanders first used modern special forces in support of conventional military operations
during World War II. Since then, although special ops have featured prominently in popular
culture and media coverage of wars, the academic study of irregular warfare has remained as
elusive as the practitioners of special operations themselves. This book is the first comprehensive
study of the development, application, and value of Anglo-American commando and special forces
units during the Second World War. Special forces are intensively trained, specially selected
military units performing unconventional and often high-risk missions. In this book, Andrew L.
Hargreaves not only describes tactics and operations but also outlines the distinctions between
commandos and special forces, traces their evolution during the war, explains how the AngloAmerican alliance functioned in the creation and use of these units, looks at their command and
control arrangements, evaluates their impact, and assesses their cost-effectiveness. The first real
impetus for the creation of British specialist formations came in the desperate summer of 1940
when, having been pushed out of Europe following defeat in France and the Low Countries, Britain
began to turn to irregular forces in an effort to wrest back the strategic initiative from the enemy.
The development of special forces by the United States was also a direct consequence of defeat.
After Pearl Harbor, Hargreaves shows, the Americans found themselves in much the same position
as Britain had been in 1940: shocked, outnumbered, and conventionally defeated, they were
unable to come to grips with the enemy on a large scale. By the end of the war, a variety of these
units had overcome a multitude of evolutionary hurdles and made valuable contributions to
practically every theater of operation. In describing how Britain and the United States worked
independently and cooperatively to invent and put into practice a fundamentally new way of
waging war, this book demonstrates the two nations’ flexibility, adaptability, and ability to
innovate during World War II.
Double Cross Ben Macintyre 2012-01-01 The number one bestselling author of Agent Zigzag and
Operation Mincemeat exposes the true story of the D Day Spies.
Royal Naval Officers from War to War, 1918-1939 Mike Farquharson-Roberts 2015-08-11 In the
context of their war experience in the First World War, the changes and developments of the
Executive branch of the Royal Navy between the world wars are examined and how these made
them fit for the test of the Second World War are critically assessed.

Winston Churchill's Toyshop Stuart MacRae 2010-02-15 The story of Churchill's personal weapons
development department, staffed by ingenious boffins, who developed numerous innovative
weapons that helped win the war.
Second World War in Contemporary British Fiction Victoria Stewart 2011-07-01 Focussing on the
upsurge of interest in the Second World War in contemporary British novels, this monograph
considers established writers, including Muriel Spark, Sarah Waters and Kazuo Ishiguro, as well as
newer voices, such as Liz Jensen and Peter Ho Da
Churchill's Bestiary Piers Brendon 2018-10-25 'From beak to tail feather and from flipper to fin,
this is a book that will long be known, read and savoured.' - James W. Muller, Chairman of the
Board of Academic Advisers of the International Churchill Society Winston Churchill was known for
his great love for and admiration of animals. In fact, one of Churchill's key characteristics was his
fascination with the animal kingdom - creatures of all sorts were a crucial element in his
existence. He was amused, intrigued and enchanted by, sometimes even besotted with a vast
menagerie, from his pet budgerigar, dogs, cats, fish, butterflies, to his own lion, leopard and
white kangaroos kept at London Zoo, and even more unusual species. Dwelling and walking amid
flora and fauna was Churchill's ideal form of existence - 'The world would be better off if it were
inhabited only by animals' - and he signed his letters home as a boy 'The Pussy Cat'. In this
fascinating biography, Dr Piers Brendon looks deeper into Churchill's love of the animal kingdom,
and at how animals played such a large part in his everyday life. We encounter the paradox of the
animal-loving-hunter: he hunts foxes yet keeps them as pets, he likes fishing but loves fish; along
with the man who used analogies to animals time and time again in his speeches and writings.
The picture that emerges shows another side to the great man, showcasing his wit, wisdom and
wayward genius from a different perspective and shedding new and fascinating light on the man
voted The Greatest Briton.
Escape Artist Peter Monteath 2018-07-30 The never-before-told story of World War II escape
artist extraordinaire, Johnny Peck.In August 1941, an eighteen-year-old Australian soldier made
his first prison break an audacious night-time escape from a German prisoner-of-war camp in
Crete. Astoundingly, this was only the first of many escapes.An infantryman in the 2/7 Battalion,
Johnny Peck was first thrown into battle against Italian forces in the Western Desert. Campaigns
against Hitlers Wehrmacht and Luftwaffe in Greece and Crete followed. When Crete fell to the
Germans at the end of May 1941, Peck was trapped on the island with hundreds of other men. On
the run, they depended on their wits, the kindness of strangers, and sheer good luck.When Pecks
luck ran out, he was taken captive by the Germans, then the Italians. Later, after his release from
a Piedmontese jail following the Italian Armistice of 1943, and at immense risk to his own life,
Peck devoted himself to helping POWs cross the Alps to safety. Captured once more, Peck was
sentenced to death and detained in Milans notorious, Gestapo-run San Vittore prison until
escaping again, this time into Switzerland.Historian Peter Monteath reveals the action-packed tale
of one young Australian soldier and his remarkable war.
Telegram from Guernica Nicholas Rankin 2012-09-20 On 26 April 1937, in the rubble of the
bombed city of Guernica, the world's press scrambled to submit their stories. But one journalist
held back, and spent an extra day exploring the scene. His report pointed the finger at secret Nazi
involvement in the devastating aerial attack. It was the lead story in both The Times and the New
York Times, and became the most controversial dispatch of the Spanish Civil War. Who was this
Special Correspondent, whose report inspired Picasso's black-and-white painting Guernica - the
most enduring single image of the twentieth century - and earned him a place on the Gestapo
Special Wanted List? George Steer, a 27-year-old adventurer, was a friend and supporter of the
Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie I. He foresaw and alerted others to the fascist game-plan in
Africa and all over Europe; initiated new techniques of propaganda and psychological warfare;
saw military action in Ethiopia, Spain, Finland, Libya, Egypt, Madagascar and Burma; married
twice and wrote eight books. Without Steer, the true facts about Guernica's destruction might
never have been known. In this exhilarating biography, Nicholas Rankin brilliantly evokes all the
passion, excitement and danger of an extraordinary life, right up to Steer's premature death in
the jungle on Christmas Day 1944.
Edinburgh Companion to Twentieth-Century British and American War Literature Adam Piette
2012-03-07 The first reference to literary and cultural representations of war in 20th-century
English & US literature and film.Covering the two World Wars, the Spanish Civil War, the Cold War,
the Vietnam War, the Troubles in Northern Ireland and the War on Terror, this Companion reveals
the influence of modern wars on the imagination.These newly researched and innovative essays
connect ’high’ literary studies to the engagement of film and theatre with warfare, extensively
covers the literary and cultural evaluation of the technologies of war and open the literary field to
genre fiction.Divided into 5 sections: 20th-Century Wars and Their Literatures; Bodies,

Behaviours, Cultures; The Cultural Impact of the Technologies of Modern War; The Spaces of
Modern War & Genres of War Culture.Key Features: * All-new original essays commissioned from
major critics and cultural historians.* Reflects the way war studies are currently being taught and
researched: in the volume’s approach, structure and breadth of coverage.* For scholars: core
arguments and detailed research topics.* For students: Historically grounded topic- and genrebased essays, useful forstudying the modern period and war modules.
Ben Macintyre's Espionage Files Ben Macintyre 2012-11-18 Agent Zigzag: One December night in
1942, a Nazi parachutist landed in a Cambridgeshire field. His mission: to sabotage the British war
effort. His name was Eddie Chapman, but he would shortly become MI5's Agent Zigzag. Dashing
and louche, courageous and unpredictable, inside the traitor was a hero, inside the villain, a man
of conscience: the problem for Chapman, his many lovers and his spymasters, was knowing where
one ended and the other began. Ben Macintyre weaves together diaries, letters, photographs,
memories and top-secret MI5 files to create the exhilarating account of Britain's most sensational
double agent. Operation Mincemeat: One overcast April morning in 1943, a fisherman notices a
corpse floating in the sea off the coast of Spain. When the body is brought ashore, he is identified
as a British soldier, Major William Martin of the Royal Marines. A leather attaché case, secured to
his belt, reveals an intelligence goldmine: top-secret documents Allied invasion plans. But Major
William Martin never existed. The body is that of a dead Welsh tramp and every single document
is fake. Operation Mincemeat is the incredible true story of the most extraordinary deception ever
planned by Churchill's spies - an outrageous lie that travelled from a Whitehall basement, all the
way to Hitler's desk. Double Cross: D-Day, 6 June 1944, the turning point of the Second World
War, was a victory of arms. But it was also a triumph for a different kind of operation: one of
deceit... At the heart of the deception was the 'Double Cross System', a team of double agents
whose bravery, treachery, greed and inspiration succeeded in convincing the Nazis that Calais and
Norway, not Normandy, were the targets of the 150,000-strong Allied invasion force. These were
not conventional warriors, but their masterpiece of deceit saved thousands of lives. Their
codenames were Bronx, Brutus, Treasure, Tricycle and Garbo. This is their story.
Enemy on the Euphrates Ian Rutledge 2015-06-01 In 1920 an Arab revolt came perilously close to
inflicting a shattering defeat upon the British Empire's forces occupying Iraq after the Great War.
A huge peasant army besieged British garrisons and bombarded them with captured artillery.
British columns and armoured trains were ambushed and destroyed, and gunboats were captured
or sunk. Britain's quest for oil was one of the principal reasons for its continuing occupation of
Iraq. However, with around 131,000 Arabs in arms at the height of the conflict, the British were
very nearly driven out. Only a massive infusion of Indian troops prevented a humiliating rout.
Enemy on the Euphrates is the definitive account of the most serious armed uprising against
British rule in the twentieth century. Bringing central players such as Winston Churchill, T. E.
Lawrence and Gertrude Bell vividly to life, Ian Rutledge's masterful account is a powerful reminder
of how Britain's imperial objectives sowed the seeds of Iraq's tragic history.
Lisbon Neill Lochery 2011-11-01 Lisbon had a pivotal role in the history of World War II, though
not a gun was fired there. The only European city in which both the Allies and the Axis power
operated openly, it was temporary home to much of Europe's exiled royalty, over one million
refugees seeking passage to the U.S., and a host of spies, secret police, captains of industry,
bankers, prominent Jews, writers and artists, escaped POWs, and black marketeers. An operations
officer writing in 1944 described the daily scene at Lisbon's airport as being like the movie
"Casablanca," times twenty. In this riveting narrative, renowned historian Neill Lochery draws on
his relationships with high-level Portuguese contacts, access to records recently uncovered from
Portuguese secret police and banking archives, and other unpublished documents to offer a
revelatory portrait of the War's back stage. And he tells the story of how Portugal, a relatively
poor European country trying frantically to remain neutral amidst extraordinary pressures,
survived the war not only physically intact but significantly wealthier. The country's emergence as
a prosperous European Union nation would be financed in part, it turns out, by a cache of Nazi
gold.
Sweet and Bitter Island Tabitha Morgan 2010-07-12 On a sweltering day in July, 1878 the men of
the 42nd Royal Highlanders - the Black Watch - waded ashore at Larnaca Bay to begin the British
occupation of Cyprus. Today, Britons on sunbeds colonise the same stretch of sand, the latest
visitors to an island which has long held a special place in the English imagination - and a
controversial role in British imperial ambitions. Drawing on largely unpublished material, Tabitha
Morgan reflects on why successive administrations failed, so catastrophically, to engage with
their Cypriot subjects, and how social segregation, confusion about Cypriot identity and the poor
calibre of so many administrators all contributed to the bloody conflict that led, finally, to Cypriot
independence in 1960. Sweet and Bitter Island explores for the first time the unique bond

between Britain and Cyprus and the complex, sometimes tense, relationship between the two
nations which endures to the present day. Extensively researched and lyrically written, this is the
definitive portrait of British colonial life on the Mediterranean island.
Operation Mincemeat Ben Macintyre 2010-01-18 **Soon to be a major film, starring Colin Firth,
Matthew Macfadyen, Kelly Macdonald, Penelope Wilson, Johnny Flynn and Jason Isaacs** A
RICHARD AND JUDY BOOK CLUB SELECTION A SUNDAY TIMES NO. 1 BESTSELLER 'Astonishing ...
Sheds riveting new light on this breathtaking plan' Daily Mail 'A rollicking read' Max Hastings,
Sunday Times 'Brilliant and almost absurdly entertaining' New Yorker _______________________ April,
1943: a sardine fisherman spots the corpse of a British soldier floating in the sea off the coast of
Spain and sets off a train of events that would change the course of the Second World War.
Operation Mincemeat was the most successful wartime deception ever attempted, and the
strangest. It hoodwinked the Nazi espionage chiefs, sent German troops hurtling in the wrong
direction, and saved thousands of lives by deploying a secret agent who was different, in one
crucial respect, from any spy before or since: he was dead. His mission: to convince the Germans
that instead of attacking Sicily, the Allied armies planned to invade Greece. This is the true story
of the most extraordinary deception ever planned by Churchill's spies: an outrageous lie that
travelled from a Whitehall basement all the way to Hitler's desk.
Stars and Spies Christopher Andrew 2021-10-14 A vastly entertaining and unique history of
spying and showbiz, from the Elizabethan age to the Cold War and beyond. 'Perfect...read as you
settle into James Bond on Christmas afternoon' Daily Telegraph Books of the Year 2021
Throughout history, there has been a lively crossover between show business and espionage.
While one relies on publicity and the other on secrecy both require high levels of creative
thinking, improvisation, disguise and role-play. This crossover has produced some of the most
extraordinary undercover agents and, occasionally, disastrous and dangerous failures. Stars and
Spies is the first history of the interplay between the two worlds, written by two experts in their
fields. We travel back to the golden age of theatre and intelligence in the reign of Elizabeth I and
onwards into the Restoration. We visit Civil War America, Tsarist Russia and fin de siècle Paris
where some writers, actors and entertainers become vital agents, while others are put under
surveillance. And as the story moves through the twentieth century and beyond, showbiz provides
essential cover for agents to gather information while hiding in plain sight. At the same time,
spying enters mainstream popular culture, in books, film and on TV. Starring an astonishing cast
including Christopher Marlowe, Aphra Behn, Voltaire, Mata Hari, Harpo Marx, Somerset Maugham,
Graham Greene, Noel Coward, Alexander Korda, John le Carré and many others, Stars and Spies is
a highly enjoyable examination of the fascinating links between the intelligence services and
show business.
Britain's War Machine David Edgerton 2011-09-09 The familiar image of the British in the Second
World War is that of the plucky underdog taking on German might. David Edgerton's bold,
compelling new history shows the conflict in a new light, with Britain as a very wealthy country,
formidable in arms, ruthless in pursuit of its interests, and in command of a global production
system. Rather than belittled by a Nazi behemoth, Britain arguably had the world's most advanced
mechanized forces. It had not only a great empire, but allies large and small. Edgerton shows that
Britain fought on many fronts and its many home fronts kept it exceptionally well supplied with
weapons, food and oil, allowing it to mobilize to an extraordinary extent. It created and deployed
a vast empire of machines, from the humble tramp steamer to the battleship, from the rifle to the
tank, made in colossal factories the world over. Scientists and engineers invented new weapons,
encouraged by a government and prime minister enthusiastic about the latest technologies. The
British, indeed Churchillian, vision of war and modernity was challenged by repeated defeat at the
hands of less well-equipped enemies. Yet the end result was a vindication of this vision. Like the
United States, a powerful Britain won a cheap victory, while others paid a great price. Putting
resources, machines and experts at the heart of a global rather than merely imperial story,
Britain's War Machine demolishes timeworn myths about wartime Britain and gives us a
groundbreaking and often unsettling picture of a great power in action.
Visiting the Normandy Invasion Beaches and Battlefields Gareth Hughes 2016-09-30 This splendid
and timely book will be invaluable to those visiting the battlefields, sites, museums, memorials
and cemeteries of the D-Day Normandy landings. It is intended for those planning and leading
school groups and similar parties but is also ideal for individual/family visitors.Rather than list
every site, it provides realistic itineraries to the best places in the Normandy area. Even these are
flexible to allow party leaders suitable discretion.The author provides helpful information for each
site such as its context in the War, visitor orientation, the spiel (the essential facts to engage,
inform and entertain), suggested activity and relevant photos and maps.This combines to make
every visit of maximum benefit and interest and yet reduce the workload of the party

leaders.There are also valuable tips for lunch breaks, free time ideas and other helpful pointers.
Operation Sealion Leo McKinstry 2014-08-14 'Superbly written and gripping' Daily Express The
thrilling true account of Hitler's first defeat. In the summer of 1940, the Nazi war machine was at
its zenith. France, Denmark, Norway and the Low Countries were all under occupation after a
series of lightning military campaigns. Only Britain stood in the way of the complete triumph of
Nazi tyranny. But for the first time in the war, Hitler did not prevail. The traditional narrative of
1940 holds that Britain was only saved from German conquest by the pluck of RAF Fighter
Command during the Battle of Britain. The image of Dad's Army recruits training with broomsticks
is a classic symbol of the nation's supposed desperation in the face of the threat from Operation
Sealion, as the German plan for invasion was code-named. Yet as Leo McKinstry details, the
British were far more ruthless and proficient than is usually recognised. The brilliance of the RAF
was not an exception but part of a pattern of magnificent organisation. In almost every sphere of
action, such as the destruction of the French naval fleet or the capture of German spies, Britain's
approach reflected an uncompromising spirit of purpose and resolution. Using a wealth of primary
materials from both British and German archives, Leo McKinstry provides a ground-breaking new
assessment of the six fateful months in mid-1940, beginning with Winston Churchill's accession to
power in May and culminating in Germany's abandonment of Operation Sealion.
Master of Deception Alan Ogden 2019-08-22 Master of Deception is a biography of Peter Fleming,
elder brother of Ian Fleming, creator of James Bond. Peter Fleming worked as a travel writer and
journalist, serving with distinction throughout World War II and played a crucial role in British
intelligence operations in the Far East. This biography ranges from the personal life of Fleming
such as his marriage to Celia Johnson, a famous actor of the time, to his extensive military
intelligence career which took him from Norway and Greece to the Far East. Framed through the
life of Peter Fleming this book offers an in-depth study of British intelligence operations in the Far
East during World War II.
Ian Fleming and Operation Golden Eye Mark Simmons 2018-11-19 The elaborate Allied schemes to
keep Spain and Portugal out of WWII—featuring the real-life spy work of Ian Fleming, creator of
James Bond. Historian Mark Simmons reveals the various Allied operations designed to keep the
Iberian Peninsula out of WWII. It is a tale of widespread bribery of high ranking Spanish officials,
the duplicity of Adm. Wilhelm Canaris, head of the Abwehr, and an elaborate scheme developed
by a Naval Intelligence commander who would later create the iconic spy character. Ian Fleming
and Alan Hillgarth were the architects of Operation Golden Eye, the sabotage and disruption
scheme that would have been put in place, had Germany invaded Spain. Fleming visited the
Iberian Peninsula and Tangiers during the war, in what was arguably the closest he came to being
a real secret agent. It was these visits that supplied much of the background material for his
James Bond novels. Fleming even called his home on Jamaica where he created 007 “Goldeneye.”
The book begins in October 1940, when Hitler met with Spanish dictator Francisco Franco. At that
time, an alliance between Germany and Spain seemed possible. In response, Adm. Godfrey of
British Naval Intelligence created Operation Tracer, in which a listening and observation post
would be buried in the Rock of Gibraltar, should it fall to the Germans. Simmons also explores the
SIS and SOE operations in Portugal and the vital Wolfram wars. Though Operation Golden Eye was
eventually put on standby in 1943, its intrigue and intricacy are both fascinating and
enlightening.
Studies in Intelligence, Journal of the American Intelligence Professional, Unclassified Extracts
from Studies in Intelligence, V. 53, No. 3 (September 2009) Center for the Study of Intelligence
(U.S.) 2009-11-06
British Subversive Propaganda during the Second World War Kirk Robert Graham 2021-08-11 This
book offers the first in-depth intellectual and cultural history of British subversive propaganda
during the Second World War. Focussing on the Political Warfare Executive (PWE), it tells the
story of British efforts to undermine German morale and promote resistance against Nazi
hegemony. Staffed by civil servants, journalists, academics and anti-fascist European exiles, PWE
oversaw the BBC European Service alongside more than forty unique clandestine radio stations;
they maintained a prolific outpouring of subversive leaflets and other printed propaganda; and
they trained secret agents in psychological warfare. British policy during the occupation of
Germany stemmed in part from the wartime insights and experiences of these propagandists.
Rather than analyse military strategy or tactics, British Subversive Propaganda during the Second
World War draws on a wealth of archival material from collections in Germany and Britain to
develop a critical genealogy of British ideas about Germany and National Socialism. British
propagandists invoked discourses around history, morality, psychology, sexuality and religion in
order to conceive of an audience susceptible to morale subversion. Revealing much about the
contours of mid-century European thought and the origins of our own heavily propagandised

world, this book provides unique insights for anyone researching British history, the Second World
War, or the fight against fascism.
The Mediterranean Double-Cross System, 1941-1945 Brett Lintott 2018-10-03 This book describes
and analyzes the history of the Mediterranean "Double-Cross System" of the Second World War,
an intelligence operation run primarily by British officers which turned captured German spies
into double agents. Through a complex system of coordination, they were utilized from 1941 to
the end of the war in 1945 to secure Allied territory through security and counter-intelligence
operations, and also to deceive the German military by passing false information about Allied
military planning and operations. The primary questions addressed by the book are: how did the
double-cross-system come into existence; what effects did it have on the intelligence war and the
broader military conflict; and why did it have those effects? The book contains chapters assessing
how the system came into being and how it was organized, and also chapters which analyze its
performance in security and counter-intelligence operations, and in deception.
The Guns at Last Light Rick Atkinson 2013-05-14 In the first two volumes of his bestselling
Liberation Trilogy, Rick Atkinson recounted how the American-led coalition fought through North
Africa and Italy to the threshold of victory. Now he tells the most dramatic story of all - the titanic
battle for Western Europe. D-Day marked the commencement of the European war's final
campaign, and Atkinson's riveting account of that bold gamble sets the pace for the masterly
narrative that follows. The brutal fight in Normandy, the liberation of Paris, the disaster that was
Market Garden, the horrific Battle of the Bulge, and finally the thrust to the heart of the Third
Reich - all these historic events and more come alive with a wealth of new material and a
mesmerizing cast of characters. With the stirring final volume of this monumental trilogy, Rick
Atkinson's remarkable accomplishment is manifest. He has produced the definitive chronicle of
the war that unshackled a continent and preserved freedom in the West.
Multilingual Environments in the Great War Julian Walker 2021-03-25 This book explores the
differing ways in which language has been used to try to make sense of the First World War.
Offering further developments in an innovative approach to the study of the conflict, it develops a
transnational viewpoint of the experience of war to reveal less expected areas of language use
during the conflict. Taking the study of the First World War far beyond the Western Front,
chapters examine experiences in many regions, including Africa, Armenia, post-war Australia,
Russia and Estonia, and a variety of contexts, from prisoner-of-war and internment camps, to food
queues and post-war barracks. Drawing upon a wide variety of languages, such as Esperanto,
Flemish, Italian, Kiswahili, Portuguese, Romanian and Turkish, Multilingual Environments in the
Great War brings together language experiences of conflict from both combatants and the home
front, connecting language and literature with linguistic analysis of the immediacy of
communication.
The Battle of Britain James Holland 2011-03-15 A groundbreaking new account of the Battle of
Britain from acclaimed historian James Holland The Battle of Britain paints a stirring picture of an
extraordinary summer when the fate of the world hung by a thread. Historian James Holland has
now written the definitive account of those months based on extensive new research from around
the world including thousands of new interviews with people on both sides of the battle. If
Britain's defenses collapsed, Hitler would have dominated all of Europe. With France facing defeat
and British forces pressed back to the Channel, there were few who believed Britain could survive;
but, thanks to a sophisticated defensive system and the combined efforts of the Royal Air Force,
the Royal Navy and the defiance of a new Prime Minister, Britain refused to give in. From clashes
between coastal convoys and Schnellboote in the Channel to astonishing last stands in Flanders,
slaughter by U-boats in an icy Atlantic and dramatic aerial battles over England, The Battle of
Britain tells this epic World War II story in a fresh and compelling voice.
Bitter Seeds Ian Tregillis 2012-07-12 The year is 1939. Raybould Marsh and other members of
British Intelligence have gathered to watch a damaged reel of film in a darkened room. It appears
to show German troops walking through walls, bursting into flames and hurling tanks into the air
from afar. If the British are to believe their eyes, a twisted Nazi scientist has been endowing
German troops with unnatural, unstoppable powers. And Raybould will be forced to resort to dark
methods to hold the impending invasion at bay. But dealing with the occult exacts a price. And
that price must be paid in blood. Ian Tregillis' Bitter Seeds is a chilling masterpiece - a tale of a
twentieth century like our own and also profoundly different.
Second World War British Military Camouflage Isla Forsyth 2017-03-09 Second World War British
Military Camouflage offers an original approach to the cultures and geographies of military
conflict, through a study of the history of camouflage. Isla Forsyth narrates the scientific
biography of Dr Hugh Cott (1900-1987), eminent zoologist and artist turned camoufleur, and
entwines this with the lives of other camouflage practitioners, to trace the sites of camouflage's

developments. Moving through the scientists' fieldsite, the committee boardroom, the military
training site and the soldiers' battlefield, this book uncovers the history of this ambiguous
military invention, and subverts a long-dominant narrative of camouflage as solely a protective
technology. This study demonstrates that, as camouflage transformed battlefields into unsettling
theatres of war, there were lasting consequences not only for military technology and knowledge,
but also for the ethics of battle and the individuals enrolled in this process.
Ian Fleming's Commandos Nicholas Rankin 2014-03 Rankin tells the story of a secret intelligence
outfit conceived and organized by Ian Fleming during World War II, named "30 Assault Unit", a
group who was expected to seize enemy codebooks, cipher machines, and documents in highstakes operations, and which inspired his creation of the James Bond character.
A Genius for Deception Nicholas Rankin 2009-11-10 In February 1942, intelligence officer Victor
Jones erected 150 tents behind British lines in North Africa. "Hiding tanks in Bedouin tents was an
old British trick," writes Nicholas Rankin. German general Erwin Rommel not only knew of the
ploy, but had copied it himself. Jones knew that Rommel knew. In fact, he counted on it--for these
tents were empty. With the deception that he was carrying out a deception, Jones made a weak
point look like a trap. In A Genius for Deception, Nicholas Rankin offers a lively and
comprehensive history of how Britain bluffed, tricked, and spied its way to victory in two world
wars. As Rankin shows, a coherent program of strategic deception emerged in World War I,
resting on the pillars of camouflage, propaganda, secret intelligence, and special forces. All forms
of deception found an avid sponsor in Winston Churchill, who carried his enthusiasm for deceiving
the enemy into World War II. Rankin vividly recounts such little-known episodes as the invention
of camouflage by two French artist-soldiers, the creation of dummy airfields for the Germans to
bomb during the Blitz, and the fabrication of an army that would supposedly invade Greece.
Strategic deception would be key to a number of WWII battles, culminating in the massive
misdirection that proved critical to the success of the D-Day invasion in 1944. Deeply researched
and written with an eye for telling detail, A Genius for Deception shows how the British used craft
and cunning to help win the most devastating wars in human history.
Great Commanders [Illustrated Edition] Dr. Christopher Gabel 2014-08-15 Includes 3 maps and 7
illustrations The command of military forces in combat is unlike any other field of human
endeavor. If war is the ultimate form of human competition, then the commander is the ultimate
competitor. The commander operates in an environment of chance, uncertainty, and chaos, in
which the stakes are, quite literally, life and death. He or she contends against an adversary who
is using every means, fair or foul, to foil his plans and bring about his defeat. The commander is
ultimately responsible for every variable that factors into military success or failure-training,
logistics, morale, equipment, planning, and execution. The commander reaps the lion’s share of
plaudits in victory, but also must accept the blame in defeat, warranted or not. Very often the line
that separates fame and ignominy is slender indeed. It is not difficult to identify “great”
commanders, though the overwhelming majority of generals who win battles are never considered
“great.” Something more than a favorable ratio of wins to losses is needed to establish
greatness...The truly great commander is generally considered to be one who attains the
unexpected or the unprecedented; one who stands above his contemporaries through his skill on
the battlefield, or through the sheer magnitude of his accomplishments. ...The commanders
selected were masters of warfare in their particular time and environment. Each capitalized upon
the social, political, economic, and technological conditions of his day to forge successful military
forces and win significant and noteworthy victories that profoundly altered the world in which he
lived.-Dr Christopher R. Gabel. The Great Commanders covered by this volume are Alexander the
Great, Genghis Khan, Napoleon, John J. Pershing, Erwin Rommel and Curtis E. LeMay
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